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Sustainability • Make progress

The Ginkgo Biloba leaf has been used to
illustrate SOPREMA’s environmental
position since 2002.
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SOPREMA, an approach
The challenge of producing materials that meet
immediate needs but also protect future generations is
one of the issues that stakeholders in the construction
industry must take up from now on in every aspect of
their work.
Materials manufacturers must now consider the impact
that their products and activities will have on the
environment and on humans throughout the lifespan
of a project, from construction to demolition, including
its use and operation. SOPREMA has taken many steps to
limit this impact, from training staff to improving work
conditions for partners to raising awareness among
personnel. This approach was solidified by the creation
of an environmental policy based on sustainable
development.

make progress
SOPREMA is dedicated to preventing pollution, protecting
the environment, and preserving the health and safety of
its employees, which is why it not only complies with all
laws, regulations and requirements but also strives to
surpass them. SOPREMA works with its employees to
ensure a healthy and safe workplace.
This policy, which we believe is fundamental to achieving
our objectives, is representative of our commitment and
of that of our employees.
This ambitious but essential project demonstrates the
desire in each of us to improve our quality of life.

Make progress • Sustainability

SOPREMA headquarters

The green roof is 3,000 sq. ft. in surface area

Mission
To ensure the growth and profitability of the
organization by building on:
- Innovation and business opportunities
- The expertise, loyalty and autonomy of the employees
- Research & Development, technical information
and support
- The commitment to the production of quality products
- Synergy between all sectors of the organization
- Providing systems and products for:
• Building envelop and environmental separation
• Civil engineering
• Industrial applications

Values
INTEGRITY and RESPECT
Integrity and respect shall be at the foundation of our relationship with
customers, suppliers, colleagues and the community.
COMMITMENT
We are committed to excellence in all undertakings. We shall exercise
judgment, professionalism, diligence, personal discipline, perseverance,
team spirit and a strong focus on customer satisfaction.
THE ENVIRONMENT
All activities and growth must target sustainable development to
minimize the impact on the environment.

sustainability
Vision
To be the leader in the development, production and sale of products
which meet or exceed industry requirements.

MACADEN Automatic installation of membranes
greatly reduces propane consumption in comparison to
conventional manual installation.

eco struction logo
The eco struction logo signifies that there
is a harmonious relationship between
buildings and their immediate
surroundings and that an informed,
integrated choice was made when it
came to such considerations as building
materials or low-impact job sites.
This means the products are made with
raw materials sourced from natural or
recycled resources, products fostering
sustainable resources, products and
services with a positive impact on the
environment, or even products exerting
minimal impact on the health of
manufacturers and consumers.
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Sustainability • Innovate

Having survived untold climatic upheavals
over eons of time, the Ginkgo Biloba
is the ultimate symbol of
endurance and longevity.

Innovation
SOPREMA is always open to new ideas from
construction professionals about developing
waterproofing products that meet their needs.
A strategic development team of some twenty R&D,
technical and marketing experts has been formed at
the head office in Drummondville. The team designs,
manufactures and markets innovative, sustainable
products that are easier to install and that make the
work of construction stakeholders easier.
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Eco-design, a strength since 2002
SOPREMA’s R&D policy, which focuses on sustainable
development, aims to limit the company’s impact on
the environment, through the use of renewable
resources during production and in its plants, and via
an innovation policy based on health and safety.

innovate
SOPREMA has always set high priorities for itself in
terms of the safety of its personnel, facilities and
buildings.
SOPREMA sincerely believes that the integrated
management of quality, the environment, and health
and safety is essential to its operations and growth,
which is demonstrated by its ISO 9001 and ISO 14001
certifications (obtained several years ago) as well as
its recent commitment to the OHSAS 18001 standard.

Innovate • Sustainability

Membrane resurfacing
SOPREMA has the products and
technologies available to design
a roof that allows for reuse,
repairs and resurfacing,
thereby doubling, or even
tripling, its lifespan.

AFTER

BEFORE

Resurfacing of elastomeric bitumen membranes

100 years roof design
Installing membranes in successive layers over time for repairs
extends the life of the roof to nearly 100 years, it also reduces
renovation costs and the project’s environmental impact
because very little waste is created. In fact, when it is possible
to recover the roof, the potential for reducing waste and
the use of replacement products is considerable.

sustainability
The long-term objective in designing
a sustainable roof is to keep the system
in place for as long as possible to avoid
sending materials to a landfill and
avoid using new materials. Roofing
designs and estimates should be based
on energy savings, durability, raw material
usage and waste reduction. Specifically,
a durable design must feature materials
and details that extend or surpass
the useful lifespan of a roof and that
are consistent with a sustainable
resurfacing plan. In the future,
manufacturers, designers and installers
must unite and work together to
help protect the environment
by making sustainable
development a priority.

ELASTOCOL STICK H2O
Water-based primer
in a 100% recycled and
recyclable container

XPRESS BOARD
Base sheet membrane factorylaminated to mineral wool

TRAFIK HP 510 ZERO
Polyurethane resin free of any
volatile organic compounds

SOPRABOARD
Semi-rigid protection board
composed of recycled materials

SOPRANATURE
Green roof systems

SOPRASTAR
Highly reflective
white membrane
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Sustainability • Produce

Ginkgo Biloba is exceptionally tough
in the face of environmental stress.
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SOPREMA, eco-responsible industry partner
SOPREMA is determined to optimize its operations and
significantly reduce its impact on the environment, while
ensuring the health and safety of its fellow citizens. This
sense of eco responsibility is demonstrated in the layout
of its plants and in the practices it employs: high tech
equipment, streamlined logistics, waste reduction, use of
renewable resources, waste recovery, use of
environmentally friendly suppliers, etc. SOPREMA has
been working on all of these issues for the past
several years.

produce
In the aim of optimizing this approach, the sustainable
development team is working on indicators and analyses
in order to create long term action plans.
This demanding progressive approach, in line with the
company’s overall strategy, is standard across all
production sites.

Produce • Sustainability

Eco-efficient production
SOPREMA invests heavily each year to reduce the environmental
impact of its production activities.
Some of its ongoing concerns include:
- Limiting energy consumption: designing new plants
and facilities that are more energy efficient, equipping
buildings with green roofs, reducing natural gas
consumption, etc.
- Managing production waste: reducing the volume
of waste created at every stage of production by eliminating
unnecessary packaging, recovering the majority of the waste
in partnership with recycling companies, raising awareness
among personnel, etc.
- Optimizing the use of raw materials: annual objectives are
set in order to constantly surpass the requirements of SOPREMA’s
sustainable development policy. The results are tangible,
with savings totalling several hundreds of thousands
of dollars annually.
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sustainability
SOPRASTAR Highly reflective
white membrane

Sustainability • Build

Some specimens of Ginkgo Biloba are
known to be over 2,500 years old.
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Building durable roofs
Bitumen is an essential construction material: it is
waterproof, wears slowly, has excellent bonding
properties and, due to its viscoelasticity, possesses
ideal and sustainable mechanical properties, ensuring
that buildings last.
Bitumen is not classified as a hazardous substance or a
carcinogen(1),anddoesnotcontainanyVOCs(VolatileOrganic
Compounds).
(1) Boffetta P et al., lare internal report n° 01/003 - larc Lyon - Oct. 2001

build
Most bitumen waterproof membranes are made of
bitumen that is modified with a rubber such as SBS
(styrene-butadiene-styrene) to increase elasticity and
longevity. SOPREMA has significant past experience
with this type of membrane.

Build • Sustainability

SOPREMA contributes to the global sustainable development through
its many green products, such as:
- SOPRANATURE green roofs
- SOPRASTAR highly reflective white membrane
- SOPRASTAR R-NOVA reflective roof coating
- SOPRABASE support board

- ELASTOCOL STICK H20 water-based primer
- XPRESS board
- HIGH-PERFORMANCE waterproofing systems
- COLPHENE 3000 self-adhesive membranes

sustainability
SOPRANATURE green roof
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Sustainability • Recycle

Ginkgo Biloba is often referred to as a
“living fossil” because it was already in
existence 300 million years ago.
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The basics of designing a sustainable roof
Today’s roof designs and specifications must be based
on energy savings, sustainability, optimal use of raw
materials and waste reduction. An important aspect of
designing a roof system is planning for what will
happen at the end of its estimated useful life. Having
the option of repairing or resurfacing the roof
eliminates the need for replacing it and reduces costs
for building owners, but, more importantly, enables
the reuse of insulation and other components as well
as waterproofing membranes.

recycle

Recycle • Sustainability
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sustainability
Careful choice of raw materials
The use of raw materials from
recycled or renewable resources
is preferred and fossil raw
materials will be slowly replaced
by renewable ones.
Examples: fabric reinforcement
made of recycled glass, polyester
fabric reinforcement made of
PET bottles, pallets, vegetable
oils, pine-derived resins, etc.

Concrete actions for sustainable development
In addition to its sustainable membrane resurfacing projects, SOPREMA is taking
several concrete steps to protect the environment inside its buildings, such as:
- Recycling all cardboard, plastic, paper, glass, iron and wood wastes from
the production process.
- Reintroduction of fabrication wastes into lots of some products.
- Source reduction of consumption of raw material.
- Instituted a composting program in the staff lunch room.
- Pilot project regarding recycling of non conform membranes and armatures.
- Work with suppliers for reduction of transportation and their environmental effects.
- Work with suppliers to reduce material waste by requesting minimal packaging,
and reduced product dimensions.
- Have an environmental committee that meets monthly to discuss and investigate
environmentally friendly alternatives and measures throughout the plant.
- Monitor all energy consumptions (electricity, natural gas, propane) and analyse
them in monthly during Environmental meetings. Any problems are identified.
- Wet Scrubber system in place for reduction of exhaust emissions.
- Investigating a procedure for the re-introduction of the Wet Scrubbers end
product into the product mix.
- Investigating end source users for scrap membrane, and reinforcement.
- Odours treatment.

Sustainability • Protect

Ginkgo Biloba is also a symbol of health.
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A joint commitment
Safety and comfort at work, in plants and on job sites
and encouraging employees to implement good
practices are high on the list of priorities in the
social component of SOPREMA’s Sustainable
Development plan.

protect
The group’s innovation policy is largely focused
on the health and safety of employees and
product users.

Protect • Sustainability

SOPRANATURE green roof
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sustainability
The environment and protection
Materials manufacturers have a
duty to consider the effects that
their products have on nature
and on humans throughout
the life of a building, from
construction until demolition
and at every stage in between.
For SOPREMA, this approach
is realized via the creation
of an international
environmental policy.
Our main mission is to consider
the impact of our products on
the environment and people’s
health from their design to their
destruction, but also to develop
a true “environmental culture”
within the company.

SOPREMA, precursor of ISO 14001 certification
SOPREMA’s work in the field of sustainable development goes back a long way. It was
the first company in its field to obtain ISO 14001 certification, in January 1998.
This environmental management standard requires us to implement an environmental
policy and, especially, to follow up on it; this includes setting environmental objectives,
following up on environmental impacts and risks, establishing emergency measures
plans and taking many other steps.

Sustainability • Pass down

Over the years, countless artists have
been inspired by the aesthetic appeal
of Ginkgo Biloba.
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Passing down professional guidelines
SOPREMA strives to achieve two goals: to consider the
requirements in terms of professional qualifications,
and to optimize service delivery by building
professionals. These two missions make SOPREMA an
ideal candidate to effectively and continually pass on
these guidelines.
Technical support and training
SOPREMA quickly made a niche for itself among the
leaders in the waterproofing industry thanks to the
expertise and availability of its technical team
members. Over 60 technicians and technical
representatives from across Canada work with and
support construction professionals in their projects,
from the design stage to the building stage.

pass down
In addition to providing unparalleled technical support,
SOPREMA is committed to training construction
workers who are specialized in the installation of
waterproofing products. SOPREMA offers its PAQ+S
training across Canada. The course content is part
theory and part practice, aims to safe and efficient
work methods that ensure a longer life to
waterproofing projects.

Pass down • Sustainability

SOPRANATURE green roof

LEED certification system
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED)
is a standardization
program for high quality
environmental buildings.
A LEED-certified building
meets stringent sustainable
development criteria.
SOPREMA has several
products that meet LEED
program requirements
or that use LEEDapproved methods.
For example, the
SOPRANATURE green roof
systems and all of their
components are one of
the proposed options,

because they direct and
filter rainwater not
collected by roof drains
(2%-5% inclines) and
contain over 60%
post-consumer
recycled material.
These systems also
reduce the urban heat
island effect, while
increasing the lifespan
of the roof, minimizing
air conditioning costs
in the summer, reducing
thermal air currents
and filtering the air.
Installing a green roof
is good for points towards
LEED Credit SS7.2 to
reduce heat islands.
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sustainability
SOPREMA

Training Centre

Sustainability • Soprema

18

Meeting our needs in the present, without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet theirs: this is the
goal of Sustainable Development. It’s a matter of striking
an optimal balance between economic development, social
progress and respect for the environment.

soprema
SOPREMA has been dedicated to these three aspects for
decades, by relying on values such as responsibility,
partnership, innovation, prevention and solidarity, while
continually developing its approach, and the indicators
that allow it to benefit from its experience.
More than just a philosophy, it’s a responsibility that
we all share.
For our planet’s survival and our own.
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