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“The Prix Distinction validates what we’ve been doing over the past 
ten years.”  
Richard Voyer, Soprema  
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T h e  G e ne r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  S o p r e m a ,  R i c h a rd  V oye r ,  w as  d e l i g h t e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t he  
c o m p a n y ,  w h i c h  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  w a te r p r o o f i n g  p r o du c t s  f o r  r o o f s ,  i s  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  P r i x  
D i s t i n c t i o n  ( E n t e r p r i s e  o f  t h e  Y e a r ) .  H e  s p o k e  w i t h  L ’ E x pr e s s ,  a  f ew  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  a  
j u b i l a n t  a ud i e n c e  ho no u r e d  h im  w i th  a  s t a nd i n g  o va t i o n .   
 
“ W e  d i d n ’ t  e xp e c t  t h i s ,  b u t  we  k n e w we  h a d  a  c h a nc e , ”  r e v e a l ed  t he  G M  o f  t he  c o m p an y ,  
f o u n d e d  i n  F r a n c e .  I  t h i n k  t h i s  a wa r d  v a l i d a t e s  wh a t  we ’ v e  b e e n  do i ng  o v e r  t h e  pas t  t e n  ye a r s .  
I n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  ye a r s ,  we ’ v e  d o u b l e d  o u r  b u s i n e s s .  O f  o u r  1 4  f a c t o r i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  wo r l d ,  
D r u m m o n dv i l l e  s t a n ds  o u t  i n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  wa ys . ”   

I t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  S o p r e m a  h a s  a l s o  m ad e  i t s  m a r k  t h r o u g h  a d va n c e s  i n  i t s  o d o u r  a n d  
wa s t e  t r e a t m e n t  s ys t e m s .   
 
“ I n  t h e  t i m e  t o  c o m e ,  we  a l s o  w i s h  t o  g e t  i n v o l ve d  i n  m o r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e s e a r c h .  Fo r  e xa m p l e ,  
we  w a n t  t o  m a k e  b e t t e r  u s e  o f  n a t u ra l  m a t e r i a l s , ”  s a i d  R i ch a r d  V o ye r .   
 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s t a f f  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  ( wh i c h  h a s  i t s  h e a d  o f f i c e  i n  S t r a s b o u r g ,  
F r a n c e )  h a ve  i n v o l v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  D r u m m o n d v i l l e  c o m m u n i t y  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  ye a r s .  

“ F o r  a b o u t  f i v e  ye a r s ,  S o p r e m a ’ s  c on t r i b u t i o n s  to  t h e  D r u m m o n d v i l l e  c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  b e c o m e 
m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  S o c i a l l y ,  we ’ v e  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  p l a ye r .  T h e  C i t y  o f  D r u m m o n d v i l l e  i s  
d yn a m i c , ”  n o t e d  M r .  V o ye r .   
 
S o p r e m a  a l so  s h o ws  i t  c a r e s  a b o u t  t h e  e n v i r o n me n t .  

 
Ala in  S ta n ké   
 
W h e n  S op r ema ’ s  n a m e  wa s  c a l l e d ,  i t  wa s n ’ t  R i c h a r d  V o ye r  wh o  c a m e  f o r wa r d  w i t h  a  f e w  
wo r d s ,  b u t  t h e  p o p u l a r  A l a i n  S t a n ké ,  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  “ D r ô l e s  d e  v i d e os ”  wh o ’ s  a l so  we l l  
k n o wn  i n  t h e  wo r l d  o f  l e t t e r s .  
 
N o w p r e s i d en t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  “T r a v a i l  sa n s  f r o n t i e r , ”  h e  d e l i v e r e d  a  h u m o r o u s  ad d r e s s  i n  
t h a n k i n g  M r .  V o ye r  a n d  h i s  c o m p an y  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  T h e  fo u n d a t i on  he l p s  d e s t i t u t e  a n d  
h o m e l es s  yo u t h .   M r .  S t a n k é  s p r i nk l e d  t h e  wo r d  “ t o i t ”  ( r o o f )  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  s p e ec h ,  a s  a n  
o b v i ou s  p l ay  o n  t h e  t h e m e  o f  S o p r e m a ’ s  a r e a  o f  s p e c i a l t y .  
 
“ W e  b u i l t  an d  d o na t e d  a  g r e e n  r o o f  g a r d e n  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i ng  wh e r e  A l a i n  S t a n k é ’ s  f o u n d a t i on  
h a s  i t s  o f f i ce s  f o r  i t s  w o r k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  h o m e l es s  yo u t h .  I t  wa s  a  m a j o r  p r o j e c t , ”  a d d e d  t he  
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S o p r e m a  G M ,  wh o  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o mp a n y  i s  r e l oc a t i n g  i t s  r es e a r c h  an d  d e v e l o p m e n t  
i n s t a l l a t i on s  t o  a  n e w a r e a  a l o n g  H i g h wa y  2 0  i n  F e b r u a r y  o r  M a r c h  2 0 0 9 .  

 

P h o to  C ap t i o n  
T h e  G e ne r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  S o p r e m a ,  R i c h a rd  V o ye r ,  c r e d i t s  w in n i ng  t he  P r i x  D i s t i n c t i o n  

( E n t e r p r i s e  o f  t h e  Y e a r )  t o  t h e  w ork  t h e  c o m pa n y  h a s  d on e  o ve r  t h e  p a s t  t e n  ye a r s .  
( P h o to :  G h y s l a i n  B e r g e r o n )   
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